
Joseph Martin Biography 

Joseph Martin lived in Montgomery County, Tennessee all his life. He was born in 1859 to Daniel Martin 
and Rose Keesee. In 1870, when Joseph was ten years old, the Martin family lived in the northeast 
corner of District 17. His father was a farmer with real estate valued at $250 and a personal estate of 
$150. The 1870 Montgomery County census lists four other children in the family. Nannie, age 6, 
Martha, age 5, Fannie, age 3, and Franklin, age 1. 

On March 4, 1876, Joseph married a widow, Charity Moore Dailey. The 1880 census shows that Joseph 
and Charity moved to District 18 and were living two houses away from Charity’s parents, John Moore 
and Ellen Steele Moore. Charity was living there alone with Ellie, age 2 and P., age 1. Joseph was living in 
Clarksville with two other men getting work as a laborer. 

The family was reunited in the 1900 census. They were living at 635 Elder Street. It is unclear what 
happened to the child listed as P. She had either died or married by 1900. Ellie had married Demoss 
Wiley, and the couple were living with Joseph and Charity. There were four other Martin children in the 
household: Josie (Josephine), age 17, daughter Willie, age 15, Emmett, age 13, and son Willie, age 8. The 
Martins were also caring for a niece, Charlotte F. Anderson, age 7. Joseph was working as a porter in the 
grocery firm of Keesee and Northington. This is a job he would hold until his death. Joseph and Charity 
had two other children who were not captured on a census living with them: Ann, born October 19, 
1881, and Meolis, born April 25, 1892. 

Charity Martin died on October 31, 1908 of paralysis of the brain (stroke). Currently it is unknown where 
Charity Martin was buried. One year later on October 30, 1909, Joseph married another widow, Almeda 
Williams Parham. Almeda had a five-year-old son Joseph Parham who later took the Martin name and 
was considered as Joseph’s son. The 1910 census shows the three of them living in District 9. Joseph’s 
occupation was listed as Minister of the Gospel. 

By 1920, the family had moved back to Clarksville into Joseph’s house at 635 Elder Street which he 
owned free of mortgage. The family had expanded and consisted of three children: Joseph, age 16, 
Henry, age 7, and Fannie, age 5. The children from Joseph’s previous marriage had all moved out and 
established their own households. 

On July 13, 1929, Joseph’s son, Meolis became a victim of homicide. He was living in Indianapolis, 
Indiana and a man named Jessie Brown shot three bullets through the back door of his home. Meolis 
died instantly. Brown believed his wife was in the house with Meolis. Meolis was brought back to 
Clarksville to be buried. 

The 1930 census finds Joseph and Almeda living at 635 Elder Street with Henry, age 17 and Fannie, age 
15. Joseph was listed as a Minister. Almeda died on July 16, 1932 of pulmonary tuberculosis and was 
buried in the Kendrick Cemetery. This choice of cemetery could have been due to her sister, Anna 
Kendrick. Joseph survived Almeda for six more years. He died on December 12, 1938 of chronic nephritis 
(kidney disease) and was buried in Mt Olive Cemetery. He is the only member of his family buried in Mt 
Olive. It is possible that Mt Olive was chosen because Charity might be buried there but there is no 
confirming documentation. Joseph’s obituary states he was a Methodist preacher and his funeral service 
was conducted at St. Peter’s AME Church. Joseph’s grave is unmarked. 
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