Egbert Miller Biography
In approximately 1850, Egbert Miller entered the world.  The identity of his parents is currently unknown.  Egbert’s life is documented in two censuses, four newspaper articles, and a death certificate.  Currently no other documents have been found that mention him.
The earliest document found was the 1880 Montgomery County Census.  Egbert was living alone probably in a boarding house at Strawberry Alley and Main Street.  He was working as a laborer.
Hardship struck Egbert in January of 1884 when he contracted small pox.  He was a porter at Michel’s at the time and went to his mother’s in Brandontown to recover.  He probably recovered with minimal scaring because on October 18, 1884, Egbert married Evy Brown who worked in a tobacco factory.
By 1891, Egbert was working as a carriage driver.  According to the local paper, he was target shooting at James M. Bowling’s place when he saw Mr. Bowling’s bull dog.  Egbert decided to use the dog for target practice and fired his gun at the dog.  The dog ran away howling and did not return.
The local paper did an article on Egbert on March 22, 1898 focusing on his profession.  He was working as a window washer for local businesses.  The article describes him as an old colored man even though he was 48 years old.  According to the article, Egbert had been cleaning the windows of local businesses for 15 years.
The 1900 census shows Egbert and Eva renting a house at 70 Marion Street.  Egbert was working as a porter and Eva was working at one of the tobacco factory.  They had been married for 15 years but had no children.
Pneumonia ended Egbert’s life on March 2, 1910.  He died at his home in his own bed.  Funeral services were conducted at the house of Reverend W. H. C. Stokes on Henry Street.  According to his obituary in the Nashville Globe, he was buried in Mt. Olive.  In 1910 death certificates did not list place of burial so the obituary is the only record of where he was buried.  To date, no headstone for Egbert Miller has been found.
Eva Miller was listed as living at 915 Franklin Street in the 1911 Clarksville City Directory.  At this time, she was working as a laundress.  In the 1922 City Directory, she was living in the rear of 124 Tenth Avenue South.  There is no occupation listed.  Currently, this is the last record found on Eva Miller.  When she died or where she is buried is unknown.
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